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Summery 

During the third dekad of October dry moisture condition prevailed most of the northern, 

northeastern, eastern and central parts of the country. In addition, except in some pocket 

areas, much of the northwestern part of the country was also under the influence of 

moderately dry to dry moisture condition. This condition is believed to be favorable for harvest 

and post harvest activities of fully matured Meher season crops. However, this condition might 

be negative for crops which were lately planted and currently found at various growing stages 

and requiring additional moisture for their further development. On the other hand, enhanced 

moisture condition was observed over the southern and southwestern parts of the country. In 

line with this, south and west Oromia, Gambella, BenishangulGumuz, south Somali, eastern 

Ethiopia, south Afar, east Amhara and centeral part of the country experienced light to 

moderate amount of rainfall. In addition heavy fall was also reported in different parts of the 

country, such as over Abebo 33.2, Delomena 46.5, Dila 31.4, Ginir 68.0, Majete 30.2, Tepi 35.2, 

Moyale 41.6, Gimbi 39.6, Bale Robe 42.3, Assosa 59.4, Sirbe Abay 40.2, Alem Teferi 47.5, 

Gewane 46.6, Maji 30.2 and Wanbra 30.8mm of rainfall.This situation was believed to be more 

favorable for perennials plants and various crops which are found at different growing stages 

toward attaining their water need for further growth and development. Similarly, since Bega is 

the second rainy season for the southern and southeastern parts of the country, the received 

rain during the dekad could play very crucial role to perform different agricultural activities. 

Additionally, the condition had positive impact for improving the availability of pasture and 

drinking water over both the pastoral and agro pastoral community. However, the enhanced 

moisture condition might have negative impact for areas which are currently conducting 

harvest and post harvest activities.    
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During the first dekad of November unseasonal moisture conditions are observed over meher 

agricultural areas. Especially in normal condition dry moisture expected areas over north, eastern 

and central parts of the country observed humid to moist moisture conditions. This condition 

might have negative impact for crops which were fully matured and for those gone through 

harvest and post-harvest activities.  On the other hand, enhanced moisture condition was 

observed over the eastern Tigray, most of Amhara, west, south & central Oromia, SNNPR, south 

Afar, Gambela, Benishangulgumz, and eastern part of the country experienced light to moderate 

amount of rainfall. In addition heavy fall was also reported in different parts of the country, such 

as over Arbaminch 50.0 mm, Dangla 32.4 mm, Dilla 32.4 mm, Metema 41.5 mm, Mekanselam 

51.7 mm, skuru 30.2 mm, Shambu 39 mm, Bisheftu 48.0 mm, Ejaje 41.3 mm, Firewoyin 32.2 

mm, Adet 60.5 mm, Nekemt 57.4 mm, Hosana 35.8 & 31.4 mm, Limugenet 48.0 mm, and 

Jimma 36.2 mm of rainfall.This condition is believed to be negative impact for harvest and post-

harvest activities of fully matured Meher season crops. On the other hand this situation was 

believed to be favorable forlately planted crops, perennials plants and various crops which are 

found at different growing stages toward attaining their water need for further growth and 

development. Similarly, since Bega is the second rainy season for the southern and southeastern 

parts of the country, the received rain during the Dekad could play very crucial role to perform 

different agricultural activities. Additionally, the condition had positive impact for improving the 

availability of pasture and drinking water over the pastoral and agro pastoral community. 

However, the enhanced moisture condition might have negative impact for areas which are 

currently conducting harvest and post-harvest activities.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

                       Fig 1: Rainfall distribution in mm (1-10 November, 2018) 

 

      1. WEATHER ASSESSMENT      

 Rainfall amount (Fig.1)   

During November first dekad pocketarea of east Wellega have experienced 100-200 mm of 

rainfall. Pocket area of east Tigray, west Gojam, east Wellega, west & south west Shewa, 

Jimma, YEM, Sheka, Keffa, Dawro, KT, Selite ,Alaba, Hadiya, Basketo, Gamo Gofa and 

Gedeo have experienced 50-100 mm of rainfall. pocket area of Afar zone5, W.Hamra, south 

Gonder, north & south Wollo, Bahirdar, east Gojam, Agew-Awi, north, east & west Shewa, 

south west Shewa, Kamashi, Tongo, W.Wellega, Illubabur, Gambella zone 2, Godere, 

Benchmaji, South Omo, Gurage, Selti, Welayita, Sidama, Guji, Derashe, Burji and Konso  

received 25-50mm of rainfall.  Tip area of east Gojam , Agew-Awi, west Wellega ,west 

Tigray, central Tigray, Mekele, South Tigray, Afar zone 2, 3,4 & 5, north Gonder, Metekel, 

Assosa, special zone of Oromia, Shinille, all Addis Ababa zones, west & east Harergie, east 

Shewa, Bale, Gambella zone 1& 2 and Amaro received 5-25mm of rainfall. The rest parts of 

the country exhibited 0-5 amount of rainfall. 
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       Fig 2. Percent of normal rainfall distribution (1-10 November, 2018) 

                  Explanatory notes for the legend:  

                     < 50 -- Much below normal  

                      50—75% -- below normal  

                       75—125% --- Normal  

                     >125% ---- Above normal 

 

1.2 RAINFALL ANOMALY (Fig.2)   

 

Most of northern, northeastern, central, western, south western and east & west Harergie have 

exhibited normal to above normal amount of rainfall.  The rest parts of country exhibited 

below to much below normal rainfall. 
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  2. AGROMETEOROLOGICAL CONDITIONS AND IMPACT ON AGRICULTURE  

        2.1. VEGETATION CONDITION AND IMPACT ON AGRICULTURE  

 

During the first dekad of November unseasonal moisture conditions are observed over meher 

agricultural areas. Especially in normal condition dry moisture expected areas over north, eastern and 

central parts of the country observed humid to moist moisture conditions. This condition might negative 

impact for crops which were fully matured and for those gone through harvest and post-harvest activities 

On the other hand, enhanced moisture condition was observed over the eastern Tigray, most of Amhara, 

west, south & central Oromia, SNNPR, south Afar, Gambela, Benishangul gumz, and eastern part of the 

country experienced light to moderate amount of rainfall. In addition heavy fall was also reported in 

different parts of the country, such as over Arbaminch 50.0 mm, Dangla 32.4 mm, Dilla 32.4 mm, 

Metema 41.5 mm, Mekanselam 51.7 mm, skuru 30.2 mm, Shambu 39 mm, Bisheftu 48.0 mm, Ejaje 

41.3 mm, Firewoyin 32.2 mm, Adet 60.5 mm, Nekemt 57.4 mm, Hosana 35.8 & 31.4 mm, Limugenet 

48.0 mm, and Jimma 36.2 mm of rainfall.This condition is believed to be negative impact for harvest 

and post-harvest activities of fully matured Meher season crops. On the other hand this situation was 

believed to be favorable forlately planted crops, perennials plants and various crops which are found at 

different growing stages toward attaining their water need for further growth and development. 

Similarly, since Bega is the second rainy season for the southern and southeastern parts of the country, 

the received rain during the Dekad could play very crucial role to perform different agricultural 

activities. Additionally, the condition had positive impact for improving the availability of pasture and 

drinking water over the pastoral and agro pastoral community. However, the enhanced moisture 

condition might have negative impact for areas which are currently conducting harvest and post-harvest 

activities.  



 

          Figure 3: Moisture Status for (1-10, November, 2018) 

During the first dekad of November 2018, pocket area of Sidama, Tongo, east Tigray, 

Mekele, central & south Tigray, W.Hamra, north Wollo, south Gonder, Bahirdar, east & west 

Gojam, Agew-Awi, east Wellega, west & north Shewa, south west Shewa, Illubabur, west 

Wellega, Jimma, YEM, Sheka, Keffa, Dawuro, South Omo, Derashe, Konso, Burji, Amaro, 

Alaba, Hadiya, Welayita, Gedeo, Guji and all Addis Ababa zone have experienced humid to 

moist moisture condition. The rest part of the country has received moderately dry to very dry 

moisture condition. 
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November 1st Dekad 2018 NDVI and Rangeland WRSI 

  NDVI  Nov 1st dekad 2018 Range land WRSI Nov 1st dekad 2018 

 

 

                  NDVI and Rangeland WRSI Compared with Normal 

 

 

 

Figure 4: NDVI and Rangeland WRSI comparing with normal for (1-10, November, 2018) 

As indicated on the vegetation cover and Rangeland index based on WRSI above, most of  

southern and  south eastern including northeastern  pastoral and Agro postural areas experienced 

good plant coverage and pastures condition which might have favored perennial plants, drinking 

water and pasture availability over pastoral and agro pastoral areas. 

  



2.2 EXPECTED WEATHER IMPACT ON AGRICULTURE DURING THE    

COMING DECKED 

In normal condition during the second dekad of Novemberthe dry moisture condition prevails 

over most of Meher season crop growing areas and for this very reason farmers widely engage in 

harvest and post harvest activities of fully matured crops during this period. Inaddition, some 

high land places may normally experience cold and chilly weather at night time and early 

morning.  

Accordingly to the ten day weather forecast, during the coming second decade of November 

unseasonal rainfall is likely to be taken place over some of non-beneficiaryareas of Bega season 

rainfall. The forecast was also indicated that the moisture condition is going to be strengthening 

over the southern half of the country. In line with this, east & south Tigray, north & south Wollo, 

Bahirdar, east & west Wellega, Jimma, Illubabora, west & east Harergie, Dir Dawa, Hareri, Arsi, 

Bale, Guji, Borena, Addis Ababa, Gambella, Benishangul, Assosa, Kamashi, Welayita, Dawro, 

Gamogofa, Keffa, Bench Maji, south Omo, People of Segen, Degahabour, Fik, Liben, Afder, 

Jigjiga, Shinele and Gode are likely to receive light to moderate amount of rainfall over some 

places of the above mentioned zones. The rest parts of the country are expected to be subjected 

under dry moisture country.  The predicted unseasonal rainfall over the north, eastern and central 

parts of the country may negatively affect fully matured crops which are under harvestand post 

harvest activity. Thus, farmer and all the concerned bodies are advised to give special attention 

and coordination to harvestly all fully matured crops as much as posible. Parallel to this the 

farmersare needto be watchful to manage the likely occurrence of crops pest and disease due to 

the enhanced moisture in the atmosphere. On the other hand the expected moisture to the 

southern half of the country may have positive implication toward satisfying the water need of 

perennial plants and Bega season crops as well as to ensure the availability of drinking water and 

fodder for animal feeding. 

 

 


